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Illinois Partners for Human Service: Statement on Governor Pritzker’s Budget Address

CHICAGO, IL -- Illinois Partners for Human Service, a coalition of more than 850 health and human

service providers across the state of Illinois, is encouraged by Governor Pritzker’s FY23 budget proposal.

We appreciate the priorities outlined in this budget for the health and human service sector and

commend the significant investments proposed.  Specifically, we are glad to see rate increases for many

health and human services programs, including Behavioral Health, Developmental Disability Services,

Childcare, the Community Care Program, and other key investments that will strengthen our sector and

our communities.

Our health and human service coalition partners have been on the frontlines navigating this pandemic

from the onset, and have tirelessly shouldered the burden of care for our communities.  While state and

federal relief dollars have been directed to our sector over the past two years, very little of this funding

has addressed the systemic challenges facing the health and human services workforce. This budget is

definitely a step in the right direction.  At the same time, more work needs to be done to rectify the

consequences of twenty years of disinvestment in the health and human service workforce in our state.

We look forward to working with the administration and our legislators to do everything possible to

reduce administrative burden and ensure funding is directed to community providers. These

organizations are trusted by those hardest hit by this pandemic, and their work is essential to the

well-being of all Illinoisans.

###

Illinois Partners is the largest shared voice of human service organizations across the state with coalition

partners in every county and legislative district. Illinois Partners focuses on collective advocacy to protect

funding and fair policies for human services so that all Illinois residents can reach their potential and fully

engage in our communities.


